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Using reading strategies in the fine arts 
What are your experiences 

with literacy in your own 

classroom? 
What do you wish someone 

would talk about? 

D
ef

in
in

g
 L

ite
ra

cy
 

“H
is

to
ri

c”
 

Vacca and Vacca-6th edition 

(2002) 
Literacy 

“one’s ability to read and 

write a language” Content literacy “the ability to use reading 

and writing to learn 
subject matter in a given 

discipline” Defining Literacy 

Current 

Vacca, Vacca, & Mraz 11th edition (2014) 

“Today, however, the dynamic nature of 

literacy is such that it encompasses more 

than the ability to read and write black 

marks on a printed page.  Literacy has 

come to represent a synthesis of language, 

thinking, and contextual practices through 

which people make and communicate 

meaning.” 

Defining Literacy 

Current 

Vacca, Vacca, & Mraz 11th edition (2014) 

“Texts include not only print forms of 

communication but also nonprint forms 

that are digital, aural, or visual in 

nature.” 

OPERA Hypothesis 

Overlap 

Precision 

Emotion 

Repetition 

Attention 
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E
ff

ec
t?

??
? 

C
av

ea
ts

 

•  We are more than fine arts 

coaches  
•  We are dedicated to 
developing artistic 

independence in our students 

 
•  The rehearsal/studio is a 

classroom for learning the arts, 

not just a practice/creation 

space for specific pieces 

Bring
ing

 Literacy 

into the A
rts 

• Step 1 

Know what literacy is all 

about (CCSS-ELA) 

• Step 2 

Look for connections 

between literacy and the arts 

(NCAS) 

• Step 3 

Make your teaching better, your 

students more effective, and 

your administrators happy 

K
now

 w
hat literacy 

is all ab
out 

• Step 1 

Know what literacy is all 

about (CCSS-ELA) 

• Step 2 

Look for connections 

between literacy and the arts 

(NCAS) 

• Step 3 

Make your teaching better, your 

students more effective, and 

your administrators happy 

C
om

m
on C

ore 

State Stand
ard

s 

•  College and career readiness standards (CCR) 

for 

•  reading 

•  writing  

•  speaking/listening 

•  language 

•  Reading standards for 

•  literature 

•  informational text 

•  history/social studies 

•  technical subjects 

•  Writing standards for 

•  English/language arts 

•  history/social studies, science & technology 

•  Speaking and listening 

•  Language 
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C
om

m
on C

ore 

State Stand
ard

s 

Reading 
Standards 

 
 ELA-

informati
onal text 

Reading 
Standards 

 
  H/SS 

Reading 
Standards 

  
TS 

Reading 
Standards 

 
 ELA-

literature 
Writing  

Standards  
 

ELA 

Writing  
Standards  

 
H/SS/S/T 

Language 
Standards 

Speaking 
and 

Listening 
Standards 

 

C
om

m
on C

ore 

State Stand
ard

s 

College and 
Career 

Readiness 
Standards- 

Reading 
 

College and 
Career 

Readiness 
Standards- 

Writing 
 

College and 
Career 

Readiness 
Standards- 
Speaking/
Listening 

 

College and 
Career 

Readiness 
Standards- 
Language 

 

U
np

acking
 

Stand
ard

s 

1. Read the anchor standards. 

2. Highlight the key words, in 

particular actions and concepts. 

3. Consider where art study overlaps 

with these skills. 

4. Ask teachers in these areas how 

they approach and teach these 

skills. 

Step
 1: Read

 the 

anchor stand
ard

 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.

CCRA.R.6 

Assess 

how 

point of 

view or 

purpose 

shapes 

the 

content 

and style 

of a text. 

Step
 2: H

ig
hlig

ht 

key w
ord

s 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.

CCRA.R.6 

Assess 

how 

point of 

view or 

purpose 

shapes 

the 

content 

and style 

of a text. 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.

CCRA.R.6 

Assess 

how 

point of 

view or 

purpose 

shapes 

the 

content 

and style 

of a text. 

C
om

p
aring

 anchor 

stand
ard

s to g
rad

e 

stand
ard

s 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.

CCRA.R.6 

Assess 

how 

point of 

view or 

purpose 

shapes 

the 

content 

and style 

of a text. 

ELA-Literature-Gr. 9-10 

Analyze a particular point of view 

or cultural experience reflected 

in a work of literature from outside 

the United States, drawing on a 

wide reading of world literature. 

History/Social Studies-Gr. 9-10 

Compare the point of view of two 

or more authors for how they treat 

the same or similar topics, 

including which details they 

include and emphasize in their 

respective accounts. 

Science/Technical-Gr. 9-10 

Analyze the author's purpose in 

providing an explanation, 

describing a procedure, or 

discussing an experiment in a text, 

defining the question the author 

seeks to address. 
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C
om

p
aring

 anchor 

stand
ard

s to 

sub
ject stand

ard
s 

H/SS-Gr. 6-8 

Identify aspects of a text that 

reveal an author's point of view 

or purpose (e.g., loaded 

language, inclusion or avoidance 

of particular facts). 

History/Social Studies-Gr. 9-10 

Compare the point of view of two 

or more authors for how they treat 

the same or similar topics, 

including which details they 

include and emphasize in their 

respective accounts. 

H/SS-Gr. 11-12 

Evaluate authors' differing points 

of view on the same historical 

event or issue by assessing the 

authors' claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.

CCRA.R.6 

Assess 

how 

point of 

view or 

purpose 

shapes 

the 

content 

and style 

of a text. 

Step
 3: C

onsid
er 

overlap
 w

ith the 

arts 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.

CCRA.R.6 

Assess 

how 

point of 

view or 

purpose 

shapes 

the 

content 

and style 

of a text. 

How/Where/

When do we 

discuss point of 

view or purpose? 

 
How/Where/

When do we 

discuss content 

and style? 

N
C

A
S: 

A
nchor Stand

ard
s 

Artistic 
process 

Anchor 
Standard 

Grade level HS Mastery 
level 

Anchor 
Standard 

Grade level HS Mastery 
level 

Anchor 
Standard 

Grade level HS Mastery 
level 

4 Artistic processes 
•  Create 
•  Perform/Present/Produce 
•  Respond 
•  Connect 

N
C

A
S: 

A
nchor Stand

ard
s 

Respond 

7. Perceive 
and analyze 

artistic 
work   

8. Interpret 
intent and 

meaning in 
artistic 
work 

9. Apply 
criteria and 
meaning in 

artistic 
work 

Visit http://www.nationalartsstandards.org 
for subject and grade level standards 

U
np

ack a 

stand
ard

 

Get into small groups and unpack 3 

standards from reading and writing 

standards. 

 

1. Read the anchor standards. 

2. Highlight the key words, in 

particular actions and concepts. 

3. Consider where art study overlaps 

with these skills. 

  

Report back to the full group. 

 

 

C
C

SS: 

Key id
eas and

 

d
etails 

#1 Read closely to determine what the text 

says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences from it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or speaking to 

support conclusions drawn from the text.  

#2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text 

and analyze their development; summarize the 

key supporting details and ideas.  

#3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, or 

ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.  
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Po
si

tio
n 

p
lu

s 
tw

o 

•  Where should we place 
phrase breaks from the 
beginning to A? 

1. State a position 
2. Find two points to 

support this 
position from the 
text. 

First Suite in E-Flat (1909) 
Gustav Holst 

C
on

ce
p

t m
ap

s 

Theme 
and 

Variations 

Harmony Major/Minor 

Modality 

Bitonality 

Rhythm/
Meter 

Augmentation 

Diminution 

Metric change 

Pitch/
Melody 

Inversion 

Arpeggiation 

Embellishment 

O
th

er
 a

p
p

ro
ac

he
s:

 
Ke

y 
id

ea
s 

an
d

 
d

et
ai

ls
 •  Theme study 

•  Main themes 
•  Transitional relationships 
•  Thematic transformation 
•  Programmatic representation 

•  Student workshops 
•  Student-run clinics 
•  Student interpretations 
•  Peer coaching on solo 

repertoire 

C
C

SS: 

C
raft and

 structure 

#4 Interpret words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyzing how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone. 

#5 Analyze the structures of texts, including 

how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 

portions of the text relate to each other and the 

whole. 

#6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 

content and style of a text. 

Pr
e-

re
ad

in
g

/ 
Si

g
ht

 r
ea

d
in

g
 Pre-reading Sight reading 

Look at: 
•  Major headings 
•  Overall structure 
•  Phenomena 

(highlighted words, 
bulleted lists, 
illustrations, charts, 
etc) 

Look at: 
•  Key/time signature 
•  Structural 

components 
•  Phenomena 

(repeated patterns, 
unusual markings, 
etc.) 

Consider: 
•  Important themes 
•  Anticipation of 

relationships and 
areas of confusion 

Consider: 
•  Main themes 
•  Anticipation of 

possible issues in 
performance 

Vocabulary Study 

1. Identify unusual terms 

2. Consider possible contextual clues 

(at least two) to support a possible 

meaning 

3. Create a definition from context 

4. Look up term to identify technical 

meaning 

Affanato 
 

Misspelling of Italian affannato 
 

“Breathless, in a suffocating or 
anguished manner” 
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ru
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ur

e/
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e:
 

RA
FT

 

Role 
   Audience 
      Format 
         Topic 

Battle Hymn of the Republic (1944) 
arr. Peter Wilhousky 

O
th

er
 a

p
p

ro
ac

he
s:

 
C

ra
ft 

an
d

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
 • Graphic illustration of 

themes/structures 
•  Student-written program 

notes/artistic descriptions 
focused on artist/ intention 
•  Student-created music 

dictionaries of terms from 
“texts” 

C
C

SS: 

Integ
ration of 

know
led

ge and
 id

eas 
#7 Integrate and evaluate content 

presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually and quantitatively, as well 

as words. 

#8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and 

specific claims in a text, including the validity 

of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the text. 

#9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar 

themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take. C
om

p
ar

is
on

/
C

on
tr

as
t 

Similar genres from various 
periods 
 
Pieces by similar artists 
 
Pieces based on other pieces 

Pieces on similar themes 

Providence Unfinished (2002) 
David Holsinger 

On the Transmigration of Souls(2002) 
John Adams 

*Bombastic opening 
*Traditional notation 
*Angry sounding 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Ambiguous meter 
and timbre 

*Use of recorded 
sound 

*Reflective opening 

*Use of ostinato 
       *Rich dissonance 
   *Chorale ending 

Pr
im

ar
y 

So
ur

ce
s 

History 
Folk stories/songs 
Religion 
Nationalistic practices 
Popular media 
Masterpieces 

Folk Song Suite (1924) 
III. Folk Songs from Somerset 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Blow Away the Morning Dew 
High Germany 
The Trees So High 
John Barleycorn 

There was a shepherd’s son 
Kept sheep upon a hill 
He laid his pipe and crook aside 
And there he slept his fill 
  
And sing blow away the morning dew 
The dew and the dew 
Blow away the morning dew 
How sweet the winds do blow. 

Oh Polly, love, Oh Polly 
The rout has now begun 
And we must go a-marchin’ 
At the beating of the drum, 
  
So dress yourself all in your best 
And come along with me 
I’ll take you to the war, my love 
In High Germany. 
 

O
th

er
 a

p
p

ro
ac

he
s:

 
In

te
g

ra
tio

n 
of

 
kn

ow
le

d
ge

 a
nd

 id
ea

s 

• Concert/Show reviews 
•  Specific opinions 
•  Detailed support 

•  Student composition 
•  Art/history/literature inspired 
•  Music imitation/reaction 

• Multiple interpretations 
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C
C

SS: 

Range of read
ing

 and
  

level of text com
p

lexity 

#10 Read and comprehend 

complex literacy and 

informational texts independently 

and proficiently. 

C
C

SS: 

Text typ
es and

 

p
urp

oses 

#1 Write argument to support claims in an 

analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 

#2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 

and convey complex ideas and information clearly 

and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

#3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 

well-chosen details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 

O
ther ap

p
roaches: 

Text typ
es and

 

p
urp

oses  
•  Critiques/Peer evaluations 

•  Creative proposals 

•  Propaganda 

•  Exploratory projects 

C
C

SS: 

Prod
uction and

 

d
istrib

ution of w
riting

 

#4 Produce clear and coherent writing in 

which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to the task. 

#5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed 

by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. 

#6 Use technology, including the internet, to 

produce and publish writing and to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

•  Workshops 

•  Self-evaluations of progress 

•  Revision of creative works 

•  Creative technologies 

O
ther ap

p
roaches: 

Prod
uction and

 

d
istrib

ution of w
riting

 

C
C

SS: 

Research to b
uild

 and
 

p
resent know

led
ge 

#7 Conduct short as well as more sustained 

research projects based on focused 

questions, demonstrating understanding of 

the subject under investigation. 

#8 Gather relevant information from multiple 

print and digital sources, assess the credibility 

and accuracy of each source, and integrate the 

information while avoiding plagiarism. 

#9 Draw evidence from literacy or informational 

texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
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•  Create with a purpose 

•  Research purpose/influence 

•  Connect background details to 

art studied 

•  Discuss art in context with 

history/culture/politics 

O
ther ap

p
roaches: 

Research to b
uild

 and
 

p
resent know

led
ge 

C
C

SS: 

Range of w
riting

 

#10 Write routinely over extended time frames 

(time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

Ph
as

es
 o

f l
ite

ra
cy

 

•  Before reading •  During reading 
 
•  After reading Be

fo
re

 r
ea

d
in

g
 

•  Activating prior 
knowledge •  Curiosity •  Prediction •  Early reading •  KWL •  Discussion webs 

•  Reading guide 

D
ur

in
g

 r
ea

d
in

g
 

•  Developing vocabulary 

•  Word exploration 
•  Context •  List-Group-Label •  Structure/Form 

•  Graphic organizers 

•  Cognitive mapping 

•  Theme & support 

A
fte

r 
re

ad
in

g
 

•  Extension/Application 
•  Critique 
•  Imitation 



7/30/15	
  

9	
  

Contact information 

Brian N. Weidner 

brianweidner2019@u.northwestern.edu 

 
For links to this Powerpoint and other 

resources, visit Music and Literacy at 

http://bnweidner.wix.com/home 

 


